22       SILVER AND SHEFFIELD  PLATE
these offices stamped those examples of silver that
have come down to us, Edward the Sixth, in 1402,
granted the goldsmiths another charter which created
them a corporate body and continued to the wardens
powers already existing; gave them the right of
search and powers to apply tests to the members'
work* Fifteen years later the goldsmiths obtained
from the Crown u definition of sterling silver which
more closely determined what quality was to be
stamped with the leopard's head, which was then
specifically described as crowned, and for many yearn,
from 1478 onwards, silver was so marked. The mark
of the company, moreover, wan to be committed to the
wardens. The consistent use of a letter to indicate
the date of the assay began to be regularly observed at
the end of the fifteenth century.
Other charters followed in succeed ing reigns but
they were mainly confirmatory or granted to secure
minor changes in administration. The next important
Act affecting the craft as a whole was pasted by Henry
the Seventh in 1504* In addition to confirming
previous charters, the powers of search hitherto
enjoyed were strengthened ; the company
with the right to fine and imprison           who
found offending the regulations governing the ;
the wardens were to condemn and            tip work
which did not meet the requirement* of the           ;
and, perhaps most important of ail, the
from the date of the charter to be compiled to
all their            to the tests imposed by Parliament,
This last requirement was enacted by Edward the
.First* but for nearly two centuries* it hud
as well in the breach as in the observance*